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Dan was born in the City of Reading, Ohio,
and lived in that city just north of Cincinnati his
entire life.  He went to elementary school at Our
Lady of the Sacred Heart, and later moved to Sts.
Peter & Paul Parish, where he was active in many
committees.  He married Denise and raised three
sons and two daughters, and was very proud of
his 11 grandchildren.  He was brother to 3.  Dan’s
brother Bill and three sons are all KSJ members.

Although active in civic functions along with
dedication to his parish, Dan was most active in
the Knights of St. John.  He served his local
commandery as President at two different times,
and as Treasurer for many years.  He revived the
local cadets, and several of them are now
commandery officers. In 1978, he was instrumen-
tal in re-forming the commandery uniform rank,
and was named its “Knight of the Year” in 1972.
He was a Charter Officer of the Archbishop
Bernardin Chevaliers in 1981.

Dan went on to lead the Cincinnati Grand
Commandery as President before serving on the
Supreme Board as Treasurer, 2nd VP and 1st VP
for 12 years before becoming Supreme President.
He was presented with the Jewel of Honor by the
Supreme President Dale Gossiaux this year.

Dan chose a reading from the Letter of St. Paul
to the Romans for his funeral Mass, “for I am
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor an-
gels, nor principalities, nor present things, nor
future things, nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor any other creature will be able to separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Rest in peace Brother Dan.

GENERAL DANIEL R. VASKE
March 16, 1947 – July 5, 2016

Supreme President
July 14, 2000 – July 23, 2004
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To God be the Glory! 
It is hard to believe two months

ago we gathered together for our bi-
annual convention that was held in
Buffalo, N.Y.  We often hear the
phrase: “time flies!”  This statement
cannot be more true.  It was great see-
ing familiar faces and meeting new
brothers and sisters in our Order.  I
trust that my joy, excitement, and
enthusiasm was felt by all who at-
tended the convention.  I want to
thank the local committee in
Buffalo for all their hard work in or-
ganizing the convention, and the Ca-
thedral staff for their welcoming
spirit.  As always, the Opening Mass
that included remembering our de-
ceased brothers and sisters in the
Order was very moving and memo-
rable.  The closing Mass, presided
over by the Auxiliary Bishop of Buf-
falo and concelebrated by so many
priests was awesome.  I left Buffalo
spiritually uplifted.

 During our time in Buffalo, many
discussions took place and decisions
made, including our new leadership
for the Knights of St. John Interna-
tional.  I call upon all Knights, and
Ladies, to continue our petition
through the intercession of St. John
Baptist, Our Blessed Mother Mary,
and the Holy Spirit to lead and guide
our Noble Order into the future.  May
each Knight and Lady, continue to
open oneself to the service of the
Church, performing works of spiritual
and corporal works of mercy and on-
going service for the good of our Or-
der.  Remember, what we do is not
about us, but for God and Country.

 Never forget, and always, repre-
sent the Knights of St. John Interna-
tional and Ladies Auxiliary.  As al-
ways, I am grateful for your service,
charity, and above all, your faith. 
Know that all of you remain in my
prayers along with your special inten-
tions.

 
Peace and blessings,

 
Msgr. Federico A. Britto

Supreme Spiritual Director

Well, the Supreme KSJI Conven-
tion-Buffalo is over and soon will
be another memory.  It had its “ups
& downs”, but, before you criticize,
consider the sheer number of per-
sons in attendance and the logistics
of such an event. Could you handle
that?  I am sure the committee
breathed a huge sigh of relief when
it was over.  Now comes the task of
wrapping up the contractual loose
ends.

Tom DeLuca, Jim Setlock and
Bill Pocobello deserve orchids for
the way the Credentials Commit-
tee was run.  They set stringent
rules that were advertised well in
advance and followed these regula-
tions to the letter.  In this manner,
we were assured that only the
proper officers and delegates re-
ceived their ballots and by every-
one accepting the rules, as set forth,
there was no pushing, or shoving, or
near riots as we experienced in pre-
vious years.  I am even embarrassed
to mention the suggestion of such
behavior because it is an insult to
what the Knights of St. John repre-
sent.  But, we did experience it.

Whi le  most  everyone  was  a
knightly gentleman, a few still re-
verted back to disgusting behavior
in the halls outside the Conference
Room during the Convention.  The
Supreme President sets the time of
meetings and how long the breaks
are to last, giving the men enough
time to return to the Conference
Room.  After so long, he ordered the
doors closed and those late-comers
to be fined. (They were forewarned
many times).  When this occurred,
the shouting, shoving & pushing
outside the Conference was so dis-
turbing that it required the Su-
preme President to leave the po-
dium, and with his aide in atten-
dance, go out to quell the commo-
tion in the hall.  This is not conduct
becoming a knight.  This should
NEVER be the conduct of a knight.
Those who played a role in this cha-
otic activity came within a hairs-
breadth of being suspended from

Greetings!

As our Supreme Convention has
closed, I wish to congratulate all the
newly elected and re-elected offic-
ers  o f  our  Supreme Execut ive
Board.

More importantly, I wish to con-
gratulate the officers and delegates
for having the strength and wisdom
to support and pass the Restructur-
ing of our great organization, and
to move our order in a direction we
have never traveled. Nobody can be
more proud of you than the officers
who spent hours upon hours trying
to formulate a path for the future
that was fair and just to all mem-
bers. No member is left behind.

On September 30, 2016, your
Supreme Executive Board of Direc-
tors will meet for the first time.
And in working with our outside
counsel, we must submit the passed
draft of our Restructuring to the
State of New York. An amendment
to change the Certificate of Incor-
poration for our organization will
be placed in front of the Legisla-
ture, seeking approval.

You may, or may not be aware
that I have not filled certain posi-
tions as Advisors to the Supreme
Executive Board of Directors or
Committee appointments. I choose
to wait untill the first Supreme
Board of Directors meeting so I may
have the time to vet all perspective
candidates. But I assure all the
membership that I will fulfill my
responsibilities and a complete list
will be published in the Knights
Journal.

Let’s now move to the needs of
our members. At the Supreme Con-
vention, it was agreed to by com-
mittee, and passed by the body, to
create three more Supreme Subor-
d inate  Commander ies .  I  was
pleased with this action because I
personal ly  fee l  that  no  Com-
mandery or Grand should stand
alone. We are an organization that
is united under one God and the
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Welcome   to   our   New   MembersWelcome   to   our   New   MembersWelcome   to   our   New   MembersWelcome   to   our   New   MembersWelcome   to   our   New   Members
June, 2016 to September, 2016

Commandery:
4 Baltimore, MD Lawrence Pauling, Jonathan Johnson
31 Greensburg, IN Mark Young
41 Utica, NY Rev. Robert C. Weber
94 Covington, KY Most Rev. Joy Alappatt D.D., Rev. Michael Orsi, Joseph Wilton, Thomas Paul

Costain, Colin Sweeney, Matthew R. DeSantis, Sean Patrick Lyons, John J.
Zizzo, Christopher Uhlar, Ryan McNichols

135 Buffalo, NY Gary R. Kruger, Paul Wasch, Timothy Redinger, Mitchell Carlson
204 Depew, NY Michael Paliwodzinski
220 Oldenburg, IN Jerome Meyer, Eric Sunderhaus, Greg Weigel
282 St. Wendel, IN Andrew Harsh, Braydon D. Elpers
330 Cleveland, OH Nathan M. Sabo
345 Haubstadt, IN Steve Blume
382 West Seneca, NY Timothy Gastle
391 Blasdell, NY Jeffrey Kohler
392 Tamele, Ghana Charles Wetowe, Elvis Euorinaa, Daniel Abakoni, Tuoriyelle Christopher,

Mbah Collins
397 Yakoradi, Ghana Jarvis ApaaseAsedem, Philip AduGyeiny
405 Tema, Ghana Bright Ahiafor, David SeadeySeyram, Abraham Odonkor, John Willy Ahali,

Leonard Elikem Segbefia, Eric Hamond
413 Osu. Ghana Clement Sefa-Nyarko, Elliot Ledi, Jonas Baba Kpeli
446 Abakaliki, Ebonyi, Nigeria Jude Okeke, Dominic Isuke, Augustine Nsi
499 Takoradi, Ghana Michael Tettey, Dominic Achari, Joseph Ahinful, Michael K. Aduachie Darkwa
421 Prestea, Ghana Festus Dery, Collins Napoleon Okwonko
543 Dunkwa-on-Offin, Ghana Joseph KwekuAwortwe, Isaac Ron Kojo Arthur
576 Awade, Onitsha, Nigeria Abuchi Ernest George, Nwankwo Daniel,  NwangwuOkechukwu,

OgbaliAnhony, Ijioke Magnus
585 Enugu, Enugu, Nigeria AyemereUkato
589 Awgu, Enugu, Nigeria Eze George Amasati
598 Ughelli, Delta, Nigeria Sunny Iremia
600 Ikwu, Ebonyi, Nigeria Kenneth N. Oketa
619 New Achimota, Ghana Paul Doe Avevor, Eric H.Mantey, Kwabena Wiafe
638 Enugu, Enugu, Nigeria Amadi Charles, Maduakor Robert, Ezeadikwe Clement, Umunna Anthony,

UdeobaDonatus
659 Agbani, Enugu, Nigeria Jude Ede
664 Kintampo, Ghana Amontum Anthony, Twumasi A. Samuel, Michael Asumadu, Naazelle

Baadenuur Kpunre
677 Bolgatanga, Ghana Sylvester AlosumAnaba
761 Abakaliki, Ebonyi, Nigeria Leonard Chikalgone, Arthur Chubwu
789 Bekwai, Ghana AmpofoAdjei Emmanuel, Edu Frank Cudjoe, Amoako Francis, OforiAmanfo

Alexander, Gazari Anthony, AgyeiYeboah Thomas, Effah AmoahGodfred, Victor
Appiagyei-Bimpong, Emmanuel AmponsahAsiamah, Adayuga Michael

797 Mamprobi, Ghana Kofi Mensah Adams, S.E.Arthur Kane, Zeno Awia, Francis Conduah, Richmond
Dziah, Dominic Eshun, Alfred Quaye

827 Suhum, Ghana Mark Gyamfi, Jeffery Amponsah, Simon Dove
834 Ashongman, Ghana Jonas Kofi Kpodo, Phillip K. Johnson, Bernard Mawah
835 Taifa, Ghana Dominic Aseidu, John OpoluAwuah, Benjamin M. Nador, William Gyamfi
839 Ishiagu, Ebonyi, Nigeria Augustine Orji, Anthony Awusi, Denis Anyata Clinton Chukwu, Bruno Nwigwe,

Vincent Iguni
843 Port Harcourt, Rivers, Nigeria Anthony Agabakwuru, George Nwoko, Ogwo Benedict, LawernceIduwe,

Joachim Akumonye
847 Osu-Re, Ghana Desmond Masopeh, Albert NiiSackey Solomon
853 Kwesimintsim, Ghana Peter Eko-Aquah, Robert Maalinee, Emmanuel Ndarko Bene, Jesse John

Aggrey-Bosu, Robert Okanta, Dominic Arthur, Eluah Atta Ninkyi, John
Kingsford Ashun

875 Takoma Park, MD Rev. FranciosAmoah, James B. Amofa, Ayao A. Sogah (Victor), George B. Opuni,
Eric Afoakwah Dickson Ntiri, Lawrence O. Yeboah, James A. Hagan, Nana A.
Adusei-Poku, Samuel O. Tutu Edmund K. Brobbey, Franklin Safo, Patrick K.
Afoakwah, Anthony Y. Boakye, JosoephQuao, Francis Mills Asumone, Francis
Owusu, GodfredHayford, Francis Oppong, Francis Boison
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Buffalo  Grand  CommanderyBuffalo  Grand  CommanderyBuffalo  Grand  CommanderyBuffalo  Grand  CommanderyBuffalo  Grand  Commandery
Supreme International
Convention 2016

The Supreme Knights of St. John
International Convention has now
come to a close. The Knights of St.
John, Ladies Auxiliary, Juniors and
Cadets made for a tremendous show-
ing of our Order in Buffalo, New
York. Delegates from various re-
gions of United States, Canada,
England, Germany, Ghana, Nigeria,
Togo, Sierras Leone, and Liberia,
were in attendance. The delegates
met to carry out business of our
Order and celebrate the accomplish-
ments of the Knights of St. John
International.

I must thank the committees
from various Commanderies of the
Buffalo Grand who worked dili-
gently to make this occasion memo-
rable. This includes Commanderies
135, 204, 347, 377, 381, 382,387,
391, 408, and 710. There were many
more who aided our committees and
I wish to thank each and every one.
May God Bless each of you for all
your help during our Convention.

“Never give up on God’s Mercy”,
was chosen as the theme for this
Convention which proved to be well
chosen as with God’s help the com-
mittees made for a memorable Con-
vention for all 1000 Delegate and
attendees. God’s Mercy always tri-
umphs over any adversity and that
is what it meant to me.

The  fr iends  and many new
friends I met during this Conven-
tion will always remain with me
forever.  I hope and pray that all
the attendees as they depart go
with having a rewarding eventful
experience and uplift securely in
their mind. Have a safe journey
home.  May God Bless  a l l  my
Brother Knights and Ladies, keep-
ing them in good health and free
from all adversity.
Regimental Comments:
Lt. Col. Allen Hammer

First of all I want to thank those
members who attended the wake for
Sgt .  Horace  DeLuca  and Sgt .
Leonard Murk.  Both men were long
time members of the Knights of St.
John.  May their souls and the souls
of all departed Brother Knights,
through God’s Mercy, and Compas-
sion rest in peace.

To tag onto the letter for the Su-
preme Secretary and the Buffalo
Grand Secretary’s  email  about
sending in the monthly reports in a
timely fashion.  These reports are
important to maintain an up to date
roaster with addresses, phone num-
bers  and emai l  addresses .  So
whether you hold a meeting or not
the reports must be submitted.
Thank you.

Memorial Day turnout saw sev-
enty two men in line or 27% of the
regiment.  This is a very small per-
centage of the regiment.  We must
keep in mind that this is the most
important turnout we have.  It is to
honor all of our departed members.
I hope next year will see a larger
percentage of members.

By the time this is published the
convention will be over.  We now will
have to wait for a report on the pro-
ceedings of the convention.
Upcoming turnouts and meeting
for the remainder of the year:

The Regimental Mass and Break-
fast September 18th, Muster and
Inspection October 15th and 4 th

quarterly meeting December 14th.

Grand Secretary Comments:
Col. William Pocobello,

I want to take this opportunity
to thank all the Knights from the
Buffalo Grand and their wives and

the Ladies and Knights from other
Grands that were a formidable en-
ergy in helping with all phases of
this Supreme Convention.

A special thank you to: Col. Pe-
ter  Ozemoyah,  from Brampton
Ontario  Canada and Col .  “CJ”
Okafore from the Baltimore/Wash-
ington Grand for  making  the
smooth transition of paper registra-
tion to computerization.
Don’t Forget Those Who are Ill
of Recovering from Surgery:

Note: Let us know if a Brother
Knight is ill or recovering from sur-
gery. We have quite a few Knights
and spouses that are ill or recover-
ing from surgery.  They have been
faithful members for many years
and now can use our support.  If you
know of a member who is ill or
homebound, give them a call, see
what you can do to help them. They
would appreciate your prayers, so
that they al l  may experience a
speedy and a full recovery.

May the Heavenly Father bestow
on them his healing power and give
them, every grace and blessing in
this life and everlasting joy in His
presence.

Brothers, when contacted
please turn out for Wakes &
Funerals.

St. Joseph’s Cathedral, Pontifical Eucharistic Mass with Auxiliary
Bishop Grosz, Deacon David Clabeaux, Msgr. Britto and Lt. Gen.
Thomas DeLuca.

Please visit our present web site at: www.ksjibuffreg.com
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Enugu  Grand  CommanderyEnugu  Grand  CommanderyEnugu  Grand  CommanderyEnugu  Grand  CommanderyEnugu  Grand  Commandery
In addition to other scheduled

activities like the Presidential vis-
its to Holy Spirit Commandery 414
Enugu, 628 Uwani, 658 Emene, 580
Awgu, 659 Agbani, 765 Iwollo Oghe,
and 585 Trans-Ekulu, the follow-
ing activities that took place are
summarized as follows:
1. Grand Commandery Bazaar

A bazaar Committee earlier set
up during the first joint grand board
meeting of the year on 9th January
2016 led by Bro John Mary Ozoilo
organized  a  bazaar  for  the
commandery. It was held in the two
zones of Enugu and Abakaliki dif-
ferently in order to bring the event
nearer to local commanderies due
to the large territional area of
Enugu grand commandery. Partici-
pation of brothers and sisters was
impressive and proceeds from the
events, each proceeded by Mass, was
used mostly for charity.
2. Exemplification into 2nd and
3rd Degree, Investiture and 1st

Degree Initation
Twenty Seven (27) brothers were

exemplified into the 2nd and 3rd de-
grees and invested in their uni-
forms at ceremonies which took
place  f rom Wednesday  11 th to
Thursday 12 th May 2016 whi le
twenty (20) aspirants were initi-
ated into the ancient Order in cer-
emonies from Thursday 12th to Sun-
day 15th May 2016. The ceremonies
were presided over by the Grand
Pres ident  Br ig .Gen.  Peter
Adimorah while the supreme sub-
ordinate  and Enugu grand spiritual
director Brig. Gen. Rev. Fr. Clem-
ent Obasi was in attendance  to
minister to the participants spiri-
tually.
3. Outing Commandery 761,
Abakaliki

Commandery 761 Abakaliki II
performed its outing ceremony on
19th June 2016. The chief celebrant
at the outing Mass  Rev. Fr. Cyprian
Agina – a noble Knight fully initi-
ated in 1987, centred his homily on
activities of KSJI in the Church. He
explained that Knighthood is an
open NOT secret organization in
the Catholic Church with members
who evangelize, preach and defend
the Catholic principles and articles

of faith. The ceremony which in-
cluded march past was witnessed by
Catholic faithful.
4. Feast of St. John the Baptist

The feast was held on 24th June
by local commanderies but cel-
ebrated on Sunday 26th June at St.
Mulumba Catholic Church, New
Haven, Enugu jointly by all within
Enugu grand commandery. An event
organized by the “Ways and Means”
committee  o f  the  grand com-
mandery, was very well attended by
personalities including the execu-
tive Governor of Enugu State, Rt.
Hon. Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi. The event
included Awards to people who posi-
tively touched the lives of others
espec ia l ly  the  less  pr iv i leged .
Enugu grand gave cash and food
items to five charity homes. The
Mass was presided over by His Lord-
ship  Most  R ev.  Dr.  Godfrey
Igwebuike Onah Catholic Bishop of

Nsukka Diocese. He extold KSJI and
LAUX and implored them to be ac-
tive in organizing the younger ones
who will take over.
5. Knight of St. John
International College, AGBA
(KSJIC)

The entrance exams for new  in-
takes into KSJIC was held on 21st

May 2016. The school got approval
from Ebonyi State Ministry of Edu-
cation to present candidates    for
Junior West African School Certifi-
cate Exams after giving a pass
marks to the infrastructures in the
school. Congratulations to the grand
President, the board of governors
and entire Knight and LAUX for
their support to the only college
founded by KSJI and LAUX any-
where in the world

Col. Charles Nwakanma
Enugu Grand Secretary

Local Commanderies, Grand Commanderies, Districts, and Regiments,
send your articles to be printed in the Knight of St. John Journal to:

KSJInews@aol.com
or mail to:

BRIG. GEN. JAMES SCHAFHAUSEN
Under Secretary / Journal

Assistant Editor
4224 GREEN COOK RD.

WESTERVILLE, OHIO 43082-9706

Articles need to be submitted
BEFORE the copy deadline:
March Issue: by February 1st

June Issue: by May 1st
September Issue: by August 1st

December Issue: by November 1st
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Baltimore-Washington  Grand  CommanderyBaltimore-Washington  Grand  CommanderyBaltimore-Washington  Grand  CommanderyBaltimore-Washington  Grand  CommanderyBaltimore-Washington  Grand  Commandery
Baltimore-Washington Grand
Installs New Commandery

Baltimore-Washington Grand
Commandery grew with the Installa-
tion of Our lady of Sorrows
Commandery #875 on May 14, 2016.
This brings the total number of
commanderies in The First Maryland
Regiment to thirteen.  The installa-
tion was held at Our Lady of Sorrows
Catholic Church, 1006 Larch Road,
Takoma Park, Maryland.  The Installa-
tion Ceremony began with the Proces-
sional, Order of Officers, Installation
Meeting, Inspirational Reading and
Scripture, Presentation of Flags/Salu-
tations (Papal, Ghana and United
States), Remarks and Officer Recogni-
tion by Supreme President-General
Dale Gossiaux and by Baltimore-Wash-
ington Grand President-Brigadier Gen-
eral F. Jerome Countiss.
Degree Exemplication

As was reported by Baltimore-Wash-
ington Grand Commandery in the June
2016 Issue of the Journal that the First
Regiment of Washington exemplified
the 2nd and 3rd Degree for the Balti-
more-Washington Grand Commandery
on April 16, 2016.  Above is a picture of
the 2nd and 3rd Degree recipients with a
supporting cast of officers and mem-
bers.  Congratulations Brothers.
Events-Activities

 Commandery #309 Knights par-
ticipated in the Charles County Public
School System Project Graduation Pro-
gram for graduating seniors to celebrate
their graduation in a supervised and
safe environment. Support by the
Knights in these annual events is
greatly appreciated for their presence.

Members of Knight of St. John &
Ladies’ Auxiliary, Knights of Colum-
bus, and Knights of St. Jerome served
as Honor Guard for the Fortieth An-

nual Memorial Day Mass at St. Mary’s
Queen of Peace Cemetery in Southern
Maryland.  The special Mass is held in
remembrance of those interred in the
Catholic Cemeteries of the counties in
Southern Maryland.

The Commemoration Mass for the
Baltimore-Washington Grand Com-
mandery was held on Sunday, June 26,
2016 at the Church of the Incarnation
in Washington, D.C.

There was a good representation of
Knights and Ladies’ at the annual cel-
ebration of the Body and Blood of Christ
(Corpus Christi) Mass celebrated in the
Chapel of St. Peter Julian Eymard/
Body of Christ Farm in Waldorf, Mary-
land. Fr. Anthony Schueller from Cleve-
land Ohio was the main celebrant of
the Mass and Fr. Robert Pittman, Pas-
tor and Brother Knight concelebrated.

On August 12th – 14th, Divine Mercy
Commandery #615 in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania celebrated its 10th-year
anniversary. The celebration concluded
after the Mass on August 14.

On August 14th, BWG Knights and
Ladies participated in the 100th year
anniversary of Assumption Catholic
Church in Washington, D.C.

On August 15th, the BWG (Host -
Commandery #287) participated in

the annual Wedding of the Sea celebra-
tion in Atlantic City, New Jersey.  This
is an annual event in Atlantic City with
the Bishop or Priest throwing a wreath
of flowers and a ring from a boat sym-
bolizing the union of the city and the
sea.

On August 21st, First Maryland
Regiment held its annual First Mary-
land Regiment Cookout. A festive fun
time was enjoyed by Knights, Ladies,
their families, children, friends, and
many from the community.

Recently, Comandery 283 received
a letter of appreciation from The Mary-
land-National Capital Park and Plan-
ning Commission in recognition of their
donation of school notebooks for the
Huntington Community Center and
the children of Old Bowie.  Also, they
received a letter of appreciation from
the Bowie Interfaith Pantry and Emer-
gency Aid Fund.  It is a community-
based social services program provid-
ing emergency food, financial assis-
tance and other resources referrals to
those in Bowie and Prince George’s
County.  In addition, the knights were
recognized for their continued and gen-
erous support of the pantry with do-
nated food items.  This effort has made
a difference in the lives of all those who
come to the pantry for food assistance.
Good of the Order

Hopefully, the blazing heat wave had
a minimum impact on you. Please re-
member to keep in mind those who are
ill or confined to their residence or to a
private nursing home.  They will ap-
preciate your telephone calls, any help
to them, personal visits or cards to show
that they are not forgotten.  But most
of all keep them in your prayers.

Respectfully submitted
William B. Young, Jr., Historian

Sacred Heart Commandery #309
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Owerri   Grand  CommanderyOwerri   Grand  CommanderyOwerri   Grand  CommanderyOwerri   Grand  CommanderyOwerri   Grand  Commandery
Cadets/Juniors Workshop

Thursday, 26 May, 2016 Owerri
Grand hall, Cadets/Juniors Work-
shop was held to create a synergy
among the  cadet /Junior  Com-
manderies across the Grand.

In the workshop papers were pre-
sented among which is “courtship –
a catholic perspective” by Sis. Berna
Nnadi. The paper is a veritable
guide for our cadets and juniors in
courtship. She directs that court-
ship time should be spent consci-
entiously for gaining skills and ma-
terial resources to help them fulfill
their roles in marriage effectively.

Amb. Blais Okezie presented his
paper, “cadet commanderies as veri-
table bulwark for protecting and
arming our children against the
scourge of negative modernism,
materialism and violent ant-social
behaviour”. In the paper, bro Blais
posits that cadet commanderies
have a great need for attitudinal and
ethical reorientation in shaping the
minds of young cadets and juniors.
Cadet/junior commanderies equally
have the great role to play in help-
ing the cadets and juniors achieve
their potentials.

Sis (Dr.) Osorochi Patricia Obi,
in her paper “creativity of cadet/
junior organizers in their approach
to designing and coordinating holi-
day  programmes” ,  urged  com-
manderies to organize   holiday
programmes for their cadets/jun-
iors. She reminds Knights/Ladies
the onus is on us to raise a genera-
tion that fear God and reverence
him.

Local comanderies and auxilia-
r ies  without  cadet / junior  com-
mandery were mandated to get one
on ground.
Table Officers Workshop

The annual table officers wor-
ship was held 26 – 27th May, 2016,
Grand hall Owerri. In the workshop,
Grand President, Brig. Gen. E.A.
Ihionu, addressed Worthy Presi-
dents as the Pivots of the their lo-
cal commanderies. He reminds the
worthy presidents that they are
elected by brothers and therefore
shall be accountable to those who
have elected them.

He admonishes them to be self –
respecting, have great charity and

to carry the entire commandery
along, never to balkanize it. To be
of a great charity means as worthy
presidents they should treat all
brothers as brothers and not com-
mand the commandery in such a way
that they appear like slave diner
drivers.

Grand Secretary’s paper, “the
administrative duties of the R/C
Secretary” ex-rays the duties of the
R/C Secretary as prescribed in sec-
tion 30 of chapter 6 of KSJI consti-
tution as amended. He summed up
the duties under General adminis-
tration, correspondences, record
keeping, building history, making
returns etc.

Others who presented papers in-
clude: Brig. Gen. Eugene Emenalo
_“Cultivating and sustaining the
culture of discipline at commandery
level”,  Bro Steve Ibe - “record keep-
ing at the local commandery level”.

Other are N/bro. A.U. Akagha “re-
cruiting and preparing aspirants for
1st degree initiation”, Bro. Remigus
Ifeobu “Safeguarding the finances
of the commandery”.

Exemplification into 2nd And 3rd

Degrees:
55 brothers were exemplified

into 2nd and 3rd degrees of the order
in an impressive turn – out at Grand
hall.

Grand president, advised the ex-
emplified brothers to cherish their
elevation and use it to protect the
order.
In the spirit of charity

Let us remember our sick broth-
ers and sisters; give them a call, a
prayer, and a support above all for-
give one another.

Lieut. Vincent Azubuike
Under Secretary,  Owerri Grand

~ PLEASE NOTE ~
Due to the ever-growing number of members who submit

articles and photos to be printed in the Knight of St. John Journal
and an endless number of computer programs available, new
proceedures are now being used.

All articles submitted via email should be saved in a MicroSoft
Word format (without photos) 12 point TimesRoman.

All photos should be of highest resolution possible and attached
to an email DO NOT embed photos in Word files; captions may
be included at the end of the submitted article or in the email
message.

PLEASE LIMIT ENTRIES TO ONE (1) PAGE MAXIMUN.
Articles submitted after the deadline (see page 7) will be

included on a space available basis.

Thank you for your assistance.
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Delegates & Business Meetings:
The Second Quarterly Delegates

meeting of District Four of the New
York Grand Commandery which was
to be hosted by Commandery 680,
Newark, NJ on June 26, 2016 was
deferred to enable the celebration of
the Annual Feast of St. John the Bap-
tist which conflicted with that date.
Apparently, the Feast was not cel-
ebrated as a joint venture as earlier
resolved by the District.  The
Commanderies in their various loca-
tions honored the Patron Saint with
Eucharistic Masses and private danc-
ing parties with their parishioners
respectively.
New York Grand Officers and
Delegates Meeting:

New York Grand Annual Grand
Delegates & Officers Meeting was
held at the Commandery 41Club
House, Utica New York, on Saturday,
May 7, 2016. Officers and Delegates
from all the Commanderies in New
York including District 4 participated
in this Grand Meeting. Progress Re-
ports were presented from all Cabi-
net Officers and the Grand Commit-
tees including the Membership and
Cadet Organizing Divisions.
Commandery News:

In their continued efforts to pro-
mote the good of the Noble Order and
work in the Church, during the just
concluded Supreme Convention in
Buffalo New York, in a colorful cer-
emony, Commandery #385 Officers
made a presentation of a complete set
of Hand Carved Stations of the Cross
for St. Anthony of Padua Church in
Utica NY, home parish of
Commandery #385 to Rev. Fr.
Diamuid Sheehan.

Commandery #680:
This was a busy period for

Commandery 680 and Ladies Auxil-
iary 592. On July 9, 2016, they pro-
cessed and mounted guard of honor
for the Most Rev. John Walter Flessey,
STD, from the Archdiocese of New-
ark who officiated the confirmation
ceremony of the children at the
Blessed Sacrament Church, Newark
NJ.

Also on July 17, 2016, members of
Commandery 680 processed and
mounted a guard of honor for Arch-
bishop Anthony Obinna of the Eccle-
siastical Province of Owerri Nigeria
who visited and worshiped at the
Blessed Sacrament Church, Newark,
NJ.
Burial of a Knight:

Blessed Sacrament Commandery
#680 received a request to perform
the Knightly burial rites for late
Capt. Nabwe, Past President of Sa-
cred Heart Commandery #366,
Monrovia, Liberia, who died in New-

ark, NJ, while visiting his family. The
Funeral Mass took place at the Ca-
thedral Basilica of the Archdiocese of
Newark, New Jersey on Saturday,
June 25, 2016.  May his soul and the
souls of the faithfully departed
through His infinite mercies rest in
peace.
Supreme Convention 2016, in
Buffalo, New York

Supreme convention 2016 has
come and gone and we had a joyful
experience.

Participants were drawn from all
parts of the world with concentration
in Ghana, Nigeria, Liberia, Sierra
Leone, Togo and the United States.
Among the highlights was the elec-
tion to various supreme offices. Gen-
eral Frank Waseleski, Sr. was elected
as Supreme President and Lt. Gen.
Thomas DeLuca as the Supreme First
Vice President.

For a full documentary of the 2016
Supreme Convention please go to:
http://frontiernet.net/~nygrand and
click on Photos.
Upcoming Events:

September 10, 2016:   New York
Grand Pilgrimage 2016, Day of Rec-
ollection - Villa of Our Lady Retreat
House, Mt. Poconos, PA

October 16, 2016:  2016 St. John
The Baptist Prayer Breakfast honor-
ing John A. Russo with the Lifetime
Achievement Award – Club Monarch,
Yorkville, NY.

Fraternally submitted:
Capt. Titus Brown Osuagwu

Media and Information Officer

Rev. Father Diamuid Sheehan (middle) receiving the carving from
Tom Zdanowicz, with Nik Piperata, Lou Parrotta, and Richard
Morse.

General Frank Waseleski being sworn in by General Timothy
Hoerst (past Supreme President).

New  York  Grand  CommanderyNew  York  Grand  CommanderyNew  York  Grand  CommanderyNew  York  Grand  CommanderyNew  York  Grand  Commandery



13RSEPTEMBER, 2016

Knights of St. John-Liberia
Donates To C.H. Rennie
Hospital

The St. Paul River Bank Grand
Commandery and Grand Ladies Aux-
il iary and the Monrovia Grand
Commandery and Grand Ladies Aux-
iliary of the Knights of St. John in
Liberia made a joint donation of as-
sorted food and non-food items to the
Charles Henry Rennie Memorial Hos-
pital in Kakata City, Margibi County.

The donation which was made on
Friday, June 24, 2016, to the govern-
ment run hospital in Kakata, Margibi
County, was in commemoration St.
John Feast Day celebration.

Making brief remarks while turn-
ing over the assorted food and non-
food items to the hospital, the Grand
President of the St. Paul River Bank
Grand Commandary, Brigadier Gen-
eral Richard Hne Walker, highlighted
the action by KSJI as predicated on
the tireless sacrificial services the
hospital continues to render the sick
in the wake of limited budgetary sup-
port and financial constraints.

For his part,  Capt. Ebenezer
Gibson, Chairman of the Joint Feast
Day Committee, pointed out that the
gesture of the Knight of St. John goes
beyond religious bonds. He furthered
averred that the donation of food and
non-food items at the C.H. Rennie
Hospital is a clear manifestation of
the Catholic Church vision to serve
humanity regardless of social, politi-
cal and religious affiliation.

In brief remarks, the Grand Presi-
dent of Monrovia Grand Commandery,
Brig. Gen. Michael B. Suah, explained

that the donation was made possible
through the contributions of meager
resources of members of the organi-
zation who thought it wise to give
back to people caring for humanity”.

Receiving the food and non-food
items, the Medical Director of the
C.H. Rennie Hospital, Dr. Kumblytee
L. Johnson, lauded the religious fra-
ternity group for the kind gesture to
the hospital. He stressed the rel-
evance of the Church in the county
and outlined the numerous support
the Church has provided to the desti-
tute, marginalized and underprivi-
leged people in Liberia.

In closing, the hospital Adminis-
trator, Mr. Raymond R. Cassell joined
Dr. Johnson in thanking the Knights
of John for its generosity.

By Brother Gregory H. Stemn,
Deputy Grand Secretary for Press

Publication and Propaganda

Liberia  Grand  CommanderyLiberia  Grand  CommanderyLiberia  Grand  CommanderyLiberia  Grand  CommanderyLiberia  Grand  Commandery

Photo caption: Brig. Gen. Walker turning over the assorted food
items to Dr. Johnson of the C.H. Rennie hospital.

KSJ Celebrate Feast Day
Members of the Knights of St. John

International on Saturday, June 25
celebrated the Feast Day of St. John
the Baptist as part of their annual
activities commemorating the feast
of their Patron Saint.

The program began with the Cel-
ebration of the Holy Eucharist at the
Sacred Heart Cathedral Parish in
Monrovia, which brought together
members of Monrovia and St. Paul
River Bank Grand Commandaries
and Ladies Auxiliaries.

Following the Eucharistic celebra-
tions at the Sacred Heart Cathedral
Parish, members of the organization
then laid wreaths on the grave of their
founder Bishop Carolle and the late
Arch Bishop of Monrovia Michael
Kpakala Francis as a way of paying
tributes to the deceased for their ser-
vices rendered and support given to
the Knights of St. John in Liberia
since its establishment.

Members of the Knights of St John
International then paraded through
the principle streets of Monrovia.

Brig/General Richard Hne Walker,
Grand Worthy President of the St.
Paul River Bank Grand Commandery
called on members of the Knight of
St. John to work for the church and
charity as the patron Saint did.

Also speaking the Grand President
of Monrovia Grand Commandery,
Brig/Gen. Michael Suah commended
the Knights of St. John of Liberia for
the hard work they have done for the
church and humanity.

By K. ZoquayBeysolow-Konneh
and Gregory H. Stemn
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Awka  Grand  CommanderyAwka  Grand  CommanderyAwka  Grand  CommanderyAwka  Grand  CommanderyAwka  Grand  Commandery
The Supreme Convention has

come and gone, we thank the good
Lord for its success and for the fruit-
ful deliberations. We know that God
would have led all delegates and
observers home safely. Appreciation
to all our members in Buffalo and
for the well organized Convention.
The reward for such successful work
is more work so please when you are
called upon do not hesitate to give
your helping hands. We are happy
to be part of the Convention and we
want to thank all our members who
made the journey and meetings de-
spite the economic situation. Many
thanks to all members who were not
able to attend but supported us
with their prayers. The Supreme
Convention now over, we are back
home to put into action all delib-
erations for the good of the Order.

To prepare for the Supreme Con-
vention, the Grand had a 3-day re-
warding Retreat for all Grand Of-
ficers, Regimental and District Of-
ficers and Local Commandery Offic-
ers. The Grand realizing that it is
only in silence and quiet that the
devoted soul can make progress in
life, chose the serene environment
of the Benedictine Monastery. The

spir itual  exercise  started with
Awka Diocesan All Knights Day, a
spiritual reunion with the Diocesan
Bishop. The Knights Day began
with the Holy Mass, spiritual reflec-
tions and questions and answers.
This year’s meeting with the Bishop
witnessed 98.7% attendance from
our Grand thereby constituting
87.1% of the total attendance to the
Knights Day.

We are happy to announce that
officers of District #28 who were
elected for the second term running

were installed in the month of June.
After their installation, the District
Commander, Major Clement Odinye
on behalf of his officers promised
that they will make all efforts to
double their achievements this
time.  The Grand participated in
the Diocesan celebration of the Year
of Mercy which was declared by His
Holiness. The Grand President led
all members of the Grand through
the Rosary procession into the
Church following the Mercy Door.
The Diocesan Year of Mercy ended
with the Holy Mass while the Grand
President concluded the Year of
Mercy’s celebration with a visit to
Commandery #434 Awka domiciled
within the Cathedral.

The Grand is preparing seriously
for the inauguration of a new Local
and Cadet Commanderies and in-
stallation of their officers. The
Charters are expected from the Su-
preme as members return home.
The New Commanderies will in-
crease the number of the Local Com-
manderies from 11 to 12, while the
Cadet Commandery will increase
from 3 to 5. The Presidential visit
will soon come to an end while the
workshop for all Secretaries across
the echelon will come in the month
of September. The month of Octo-
ber will witness the Exemplifica-
tion of old members and initiation
of news ones.

We wish to appreciate all the edi-
torial members of our KSJI News
Journal for all their efforts and
wishing you all God’s blessings.

Brig. Gen G. N. Muotolu
Awka Grand President

The Grand President with some  the Nobles and Bishop Peter
Okpaleke of Ahiara Diocese

The Grand inspecting members of Commandery #613
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In Memoriam
Commandery:

4 Baltimore, MD Rev. Robert Kearns
4 Baltimore, MD Deacon John Brisco
135 Buffalo, NY Horace DeLuca
204 Depew, NY Leonard J. Mruk
282 St. Wendell, OH Norman Schmitt
313 Maria Stein, OH Henry Heitkamp
313 Maria Stein, OH Dennis Homan
313 Maria Stein, OH Merinus Puthoff
313 Maria Stein, OH Ralph Bruns
313 Maria Stein, OH John Ronnebaum
366 Monrovia, Liberia Augustine TetroinJappah, Sr.
382 West Seneca, NY Francis Owczarczak
414 Achara, Enugu, Nigeria Emmanuel Egbuje
422 Owerri, Imo, Nigeria Aloysius O. Ndukwe
422 Owerri, Imo, Nigeria Basil SopuruchiManujibeya
422 Owerri, Imo, Nigeria Pius OnwuanibeUkaga
422 Owerri, Imo, Nigeria MarcellinusAnaefjuleAmadi
422 Owerri, Imo, Nigeria Innocent A. Ezenago
433 Orlu, Imo, Nigeria Clement Okoroji
434 Awka, Anambra, Nigeria Peter N. Akpua
434 Awka, Anambra, Nigeria E.P.S. Onor
434 Awka, Anambra, Nigeria Vincent Ibekwe
442 Monrovia, Liberia James WayleeDeah
445 Aba, Abia, Nigeria Jeremiah Agali
466 Pleebo City, Grand Gedeh, Liberia Thomas Swen
469 Umuahia, Abia, Nigeria Sunday O. Nwankwo
469 Umuahia, Abia, Nigeria Anthony Nnamdi Okafor
472 Garki, Abuja, Nigeria Godwin Uzoma
473 Buchanan, Grand Bassa, Liberia Francis Forkpa Sumo
505 Minna, Niger, Nigeria Athanasius Ekwonna
509 Ekwulobia, Anambra, Nigeria Raymond Adibe
516 Zaria, Kaduna, Nigeria Basil Nwokocha
562 Ezinihitte, Imo, Nigeria John ChikweEnwewuzo
562 Ezinihitte, Imo, Nigeria Innocent UkohaAnyanwu
562 Ezinihitte, Imo, Nigeria Cornelius AchinihuAdiele
565 Ehime, Imo, Nigeria Alexander Okoro
566 Ihioma, Imo, Nigeria Patrick Ezeriaha
567 Zonkwa, Kaduna, Nigeria Fidelis Sambo
574 Maitama, Abuja, Nigeria Nicolas Maranzu
581 Obollo-Afor, Enugu, Nigeria Raphael Ugwuanvi
589 Ugg, Anambra, Nigeria Donatus I. Ezenwata
600 Ikwu, Ebomyi, Nigeria Romanus N. Nwambe
656 Nsu, Imo, Nigeria Mike Emedom
662 Barreken, Maryland, Liberia William Nimpson
669 Life Camp FCT, Abuja, Nigeria Michael Marba
678 Kanu FCT, Abuja, Nigeria Mike Lyida
745 Kaleo, Wa, Ghana Kundisao John Bosco
822 Ikem, Enugu, Nigeria Steve Okwor

June, 2016 to September, 2016

(Supreme President from page 4)

purposes of our God given rights is
to practice our principles of Faith,
Hope and Charity. We must stand
by these principles as Knights of St.
John, and in doing so, lies a great
responsibility for all members who
are elected to any position within
their Commandery, all the way to a
Supreme Officer, to protect the in-
tegrity of the membership and the
needs of the newer members so they
may grow to a fuller understanding
of Knighthood. Show them the light,
and they will find their own way.

In closing, I wish to thank all my
brother Knights for the support you
have given me. I look forward to
working with each and every one of
you. Our work has just started, and
as we cross each valley or mountain,
let  us do it  with the Lord and
united.

God Bless you all.

Fraternally,
Gen. Frank Waseleski, Sr.

Supreme President

the Order by the Supreme Presi-
dent.

A lot was accomplished during
these meetings and the structure of
the Knights of St. John Interna-
tional was completely changed.
With a separate Executive Board,
an Advisory Board and the creation
of three new Supreme Subordinate
Commanderies we are off and fly-
ing to some new adventures.

As you read this, we are attend-
ing the first meeting of the Su-
preme Executive Board in Erie, PA
and are hard at work in setting our
goals for much progress in the years
ahead.  My sincere best wishes to
General Frank Waseleski, Sr. who
has seen fit to pick up the mantle
of Supreme President for a second
time and begin the challenge of re-
shaping our Great Order.

“God Wills It”

Lt. Gen. Tom Zdanowicz
Supreme Secretary

(Supreme Secretary from page 4)
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MUSTER & INSPECTION ORDER
Reports must be filed before January 15, 2017

(OFFICIAL)

September 1, 2016

General Order No. 1
To: Major General James M. Gibbons II, KSJI, Supreme Commandery, Inspector General.

You are hereby respectfully commanded to order a Muster & Inspection of all Local
Commanderies.  Said Muster & Inspection to be held not later than January 15, 2017.

You will submit a full and detailed report of the results of said inspection not later than
July 1, 2017.
By Command of General Frank Waseleski, Sr., KSJI, Supreme Commandery, President.
Attest: Lt.Gen. Thomas Zdanowicz, KSJI, Supreme Commandery, Adjutant General.

Knights of St. John International
Military Department

Office of the Inspector General
76 Sunset Creek Drive, West Seneca, NY 14224, USA

September 1, 2016

To: All Supreme Subordinate Presidents, Grand Presidents, Brigade, Regiment, Battalion,
District Commanders and Unattached Local Commandery Presidents:

In compliance with General Order No. 1, issued by General Frank Waseleski, Sr., dated Sep-
tember 1, 2016; you are hereby respectfully commanded to order a Muster & Inspection of all
Local Commanderies within your jurisdiction to be held no later than January 15, 2017.  Said
Muster & Inspection to be conducted as prescribed in the official Knights of St. John Interna-
tional Drill Regulations (Reprinted, June 2008), Sections 486-496.  KSJI Muster & Inspection
Report Forms 1 & 2 (KSJI MIR Forms 1 & 2) will be sent to you and you will send two copies of
KSJI MIR Form 1 to each Local Commandery Commander, within your jurisdiction, to prepare
the muster roll for their Local Commandery.  The Local Commandery Commanders will present
the two KSJI MIR Forms 1 to the Muster and Inspecting Officer(s).  The Muster and Inspecting
Officer(s) will complete the Muster Roll for each Local Commandery annotating on the two
KSJI Forms 1 those members present or absent.  The Muster and Inspecting Officer(s) will then
complete the Inspection of each Local Commandery annotating on the two KSJI MIR Forms 1
the inspection of uniform items.  One completed KSJI MIR Form 1 will be retained by the Local
Commandery Commander for future reference and one sent to each District Commander, or in
Brigades to the Colonel of each Regiment.  As soon as these reports are received from all Local
Commanderies, the Colonel or District Commander will transfer the information contained
therein to the KSJI MIR Forms 2.  When the KSJI MIR Forms 2 is complete, the Colonel or
District Commander will have a number of copies made.  The Colonel or District Commander
will submit the KSJI MIR Forms 2 to their Supreme Subordinate Commandery or Grand Com-
mandery who will compile all of their subordinate commands KSJI MIR Forms 2 for follow on
submission to the KSJI, Supreme Commandery, Inspector General no later than January 15,
2017.  The Colonel or District Commander will send one copy of the KSJI MIR Forms 2 to each
Local Commandery Commander, within the reporting officer’s jurisdiction, with the instruction
that same is to be read to the members of the Local Commandery in order that they may know
how their Local Commandery compares with the other Local Commanderies within their com-
mand.  An additional copy will be sent to the Colonel or District Commander’s Supreme Subor-
dinate President, Grand President, Brigade, Regiment, Battalion and District Commanders.
KSJI, Unattached Local Commanderies will submit the KSJI MIR Forms 1 & 2 to the KSJI,
Supreme Commandery, Inspector General not later than January 15, 2017.

By Command of Major General James M. Gibbons II,
KSJI, Supreme Commandery, Inspector General.


